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DONATION and GRANT POLICY 2024 – 2025 
(C.P.C. approved Policy March 2024 Review date Spring 2025) 

NB  Figure allocated in C.P.C. expenditure for financial year 2024-2025  is   £2300 

1.Definitions 
For the purposes of this policy, Croston Parish Council considers: 

A GRANT is awarded for a particular defined purpose.  
A DONATION is awarded for general purposes. 
Both are awarded for local Croston Parish activities. 
The use of the noun ‘awards’ hereon refers to both grants and donations. 

2. Legislation 
The Policy is to encourage and support activities and projects which will benefit the Parish of Croston. 

Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, places restrictions on Parish Councils when it comes to making financial awards to other organisations or bodies.  One of those restrictions (paragraph 1 of Section 137) requires that such expenditure 
“ is in the interests of, and will bring direct benefit to, their area or any part of it or all or 
some of its inhabitants….” 
The normal use to which this power is applied by local Councils is to provide funding to local 
organisations, e.g. Croston Village Festivities Group, Croston Scouts’ Group, Croston Men’s Shed etc… but 
clearly, one of the most important restrictions (as underlined above) is that an award cannot be made to an individual for their own use, no matter what use and how good a cause that use may be (e.g. sponsorship for student study exchanges). 
However, there may be occasions where the award can be paid to an individual where that individual is carrying out a service which benefits the local population e.g. Over 80’s Christmas Parcels and clearly any award made by Croston Parish Council will directly benefit parishioners who are recipients of the service. Therefore, Croston Parish Council considers that the award can legally be given, and the cheque made payable to the individual in charge.  

3. Background  
The maximum sum set aside each financial year for donations and grants will be agreed upon annually at the Croston Parish Council meeting in which the precept is set.  
Any donations and grants given by Croston Parish Council are funded directly from the Parish Precept which is paid by households of Croston Parish and given to  Croston Parish Council via  Chorley Council to allocate for the Parish of Croston. 
 
4. Policy  
· Any award made by Croston Parish Council must directly benefit the Parish of Croston and its Parishioners. Croston Parish Council will prioritise supporting Croston based organisations that impact positively on Parishioners, the Parish and its traditions. 
· The Parish Council cannot make awards to individuals unless the Community directly benefits. The Parish Council cannot e.g.  make an award to a disaster appeal unless the disaster in some way affected the Parish and or a substantial number of Parishioners.  


· The organisation making a grant request should be a non-profit making, voluntary organisation where membership is open (i.e. no discrimination of membership on grounds of sex, race, religion etc…) 

· Grant or donation requests from a charity registered with the Charity Commission may be considered provided its primary purpose is in the interests of, and will bring direct, measurable benefit to Croston Parish, or any part of it,  or all or some of its inhabitants. (See paragraph 1 of Section 137, Local Government Act 1972). 

· The Parish Council will not fund events or activities which can be funded by the relevant participants, or which can or will be self-supporting by means of donations, or grants from other organisations etc… 


Not Eligible: 
· Support for individuals or private business projects. 
· Projects that are the prime responsibility of other statutory authorities.
· Projects that improve or benefit privately owned land or property in which C.P.C has no interest.
· Projects that have already been completed or will have been by the time the donation or grant is made. 
· Support to fund political activities. 

5. Applications and Dates 
(i)  Applications should be submitted between 1st April and 1st June, to be considered for the current  financial year 2024-2025. Any applications outside of this i.e. 2nd June onwards, have no guarantee of success for the current financial year but may be considered for the following financial year 2025-2026. 
(ii) All applications for grants or donations shall be made in writing to the Clerk to the Council who shall arrange for those applications which meet the Council’s criteria to be considered at the next meeting of the Council 
(ii)  The grant available is limited to a maximum of £250 per application, the donation available to £250 . 
(iii)  If Croston Parish Council considers that there are exceptional circumstances then it can decide to  exceed these limits. 

(iv)  Only one grant will be given to any group or organisation, or for any particular purpose, in any financial year (1st April to 31st March).

(v)  Grants cannot be awarded after the relevant event or project has been completed. 

(vi)  Applicants must complete Croston Parish Council’s application form. Please request from the Clerk. 

(viii) Applicants whose application meets the criteria will be considered at the next meeting and will be notified in due course. Successful applicants will be required to provide details to whom payment should be made and acknowledge receipt of the payment. 



6. Conditions  
(i)  The Parish Council will assess applications with particular reference to the number of Parishioners likely to benefit, or whether any particular category of Parishioners would receive specific benefit. 

(ii) Where a request for a grant/donation is agreed, the Council shall determine the amount, using the 
figure stated by the applicant as a guide only. 

(iii)  The grant or donations shall be used only for the stated purpose otherwise the monies shall be returned to the Council, except where the Council’s prior written consent has been given for the funds to be used for another purpose.

(iv) Details must be provided of the extent to which funding has been sought or secured from other sources or own fund-raising activities.

(v) Funding must be spent within the financial year awarded and cannot be added wholly or partly to your reserves. 
(vi) If your project costs are more than you anticipated on your application, Croston Parish Council may not choose or be able to make up any shortfall. 
 (vii) The Council will require that applicants 
· provide written feedback explaining how the grant/donation has benefited their group/organisation. 
· by accepting the award, give permission for Croston Parish Council to publicise the award on its website and Newsletter. 
·  acknowledge Croston Parish Council’s support in all social media, publicity and annual reports. 

(v)  Croston Council reserves the right to request repayment of any grant/donation where an applicant does not comply with these conditions. 

7. Notes  
(i) Croston Parish Council Grants/Donations Policy will be reviewed  each year, approved and adopted . It will be publicly available on the Council Website. 

(ii) The Council’s decision on any application is final and there is no right of appeal. 
(iii) The Council reserves the right to decline any application without giving reasons for its decision. 
(iv) The Council will not commit to any continuing expenditure. 
(v)  Where a Member of the Council is a member of a group/organisation applying for funding, that Member must declare, in accordance with its Code of Conduct, an interest in the matter. The member must abstain from voting on the matter. 


To request an application form, contact the Clerk: 
Email: clerk@crostonpc               or by post: 
Clerk to Croston Parish Council 
28 Seven Sands 
Longton
Preston
PR4 5BQ
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Application Form
Please read the C.P.C. Donation and Grant Policy carefully before applying to ensure your                                                    Group or Charity meets the criteria required.
1. Date of application: 

2. Name of Group or Charity: 


3. Contact Person: 

4. Contact Email:

5. Contact Phone Number: 
6. Is your group a registered Charity? If so, Charity Number:

7. Tell us a little bit about your group’s / charity’s aims





8. Tell us about the age group/s and how many people are supported by the Group or Charity


9. Tell us about your proposed activity/project.




10. Please give details of the anticipated start date and any key milestones along the way



11. Who will benefit from your proposed activity/project? How many people?

12.  How much funding are you applying for? Is it a grant or donation? 


13. Please give a breakdown of the costs/purchases etc… for your activity/project and include estimates/quotations where appropriate.


14.  What is the total cost of the activity/project you want to develop?

15.  If the total cost of your activity/project is more than you are applying for, please tell us
where is the rest of the funding coming from?



16.  Please declare any other funding you’ve received or applied for, for this project

17. State how the impact or ‘value added’ of any funding received from C.P.C. will be measured within the parish.  


18. Please state the amount of funding, if any, that the Group or Charity received from any named sources, in the last Financial Year (April to March) ? 


19. Do you have a bank account for your organisation? If so, please attach a copy of your  latest statement. Successful applicants will be required to provide details to whom payment should be made and acknowledge receipt of the payment. 

20.  Is there anything else you would like to tell us about to support your application?





21. I understand and agree to all the conditions stated in the C.P.C. Donation and Grant Policy 2024. 

Signed:                                                                           On behalf of:        
Print name : 
Date:         
          
Please return this form, by email to : clerk@crostonpc.org  or by post to                                                         Paul Cafferkey , Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Croston Parish Council , 28 Seven Sands , Longton, Preston, Lancs  PR4 5BQ      
Tel : 0796 626 7186
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